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PITTSFIELD - Congressman Olver announced today that the National                Park Service has formed a new partnership with the Berkshire Bike                Path Council, the town of Adams and the Massachusetts Department                of Environmental Management (DEM) to assist in developing trail                projects in North County.&nbsp; The Berkshire Bike Path is a regional                effort to develop a county-wide bicycle path.&nbsp; Adams œTrails                and Treasures” will create a town-wide trail system for recreation                and for interpretation of Adams history.&nbsp; Both efforts are                linked by MassHighway°s project to construct the Ashuwillticook                Trail from the Pittsfield/Lanesboro line to Adams, which will be                managed by DEM. 

œBikeways provide for exciting new recreational opportunities and                contribute to economic development for their surrounding communities.                New bikeways will make the Berkshires even more attractive to the                growing tourist business in the state.&nbsp; I am pleased to announce                this new partnership and believe it will serve as an appropriate                tool to move these critical projects forward,” Olver said.              

According to the National Park Service, this partnership is one                of 40 projects in New England and New York that will receive technical                assistance through its Rivers &amp; Trails Program.&nbsp; Significantly,                Berkshire Bike Council and Adams Trails and Treasures are the only                two new projects selected this year in Massachusetts.              

œThe Berkshire Bike Council has a great vision for bikeway development                in Berkshire County and we are pleased to be able to assist them.&nbsp;                Adams Trails &amp; Treasures is an excellent example of a community                working towards a trail system that responds to a broad array of                trail users“ casual walkers, cyclists, and hikers.&nbsp; Both projects                will help promote the kind of economic revitalization that emphasizes                the region°s cultural and natural resources,” said Charles Tracy,                Massachusetts director of the National Park Service Rivers &amp;                Trails program.              

Marge Cohan, chair of the Berkshire Bike Path Council, emphasized                the critical importance of the Ashuwillticook Trail in creating                a county-wide bikeway network, œConstruction of the 11 mile Trail                from Pittsfield to Adams is the first real step in a regional bikeway                system that will provide alternative transportation and new recreation                opportunities for Berkshire County residents and visitors.”              

Jim Leitch, Adams Town Administrator, welcomed Rivers &amp; Trails                assistance with Adams Trails &amp; Treasures, œI am excited about                drawing on National Park Service experience, especially in dealing                with Adams° historic walking trails and trails connecting Mt. Greylock                with our downtown.&nbsp; With Adams as the northern terminus of                the Ashuwillticook Trail, we are strong supporters of this new partnership°s                vision of a regional bikeway.”              

In the last ten years, the National Park Service Rails &amp; Trails                Program has helped more than 20 communities in Massachusetts coordinate                and develop locally-based conservation projects without the use                of federal management of ownership.&nbsp; Rivers &amp; Trails helps                communities set goals and achieve tangible results in the management                and conservation of significant recreation resources.              

In 1998, Congressman Olver secured $3 million in the Transportation                Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21) for a 
               Regional Bicycle Network through the Hoosic and Housatonic River                Valleys.&nbsp; The funding was for the development of a region-wide                network of bicycle and pedestrian pathways.             
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